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Meeting Rail or Check Rail (the 
rail where the two sash come to-
gether) 

Muntin (horizontal, vertical, diago-
nal, or curved pieces that frame and 
provide mounting surface for the 
lights) The shape, or profile, of the 
muntin provides a clue to the win-
dow’s age.1 

Sill (exterior, horizontal piece at the 
bottom of the window frame, com-
monly wood, stone, or brick) 
Stool (interior shelf-like board at 
the bottom of a window against 
which the bottom rail of the sash 
rests)  

Rail (horizontal part of sash) 

Stile (vertical part of sash) 

Jamb (the wood that frames the 
window opening) 

Bottom Sash (lower section of win-
dow, typically slides up to open) 

Top Sash (upper section of win-
dow, may slide down to open) 
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Light/lite/pane (glass, held in place 
by glazing putty and metal glazing 
points) 

———————————                               
1. Garvin (2002). 
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